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Website: http://psychology-of-religion.com/

Thomas J. Coleman III, University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga

Conferences

The International Association for the Psychology of Religion
(IAPR) is an international organization promoting the
scientific research and exchange within the field of the
psychology of religion. The Association is not partial to any
particular trend but aspires to provide a platform for the
entire spectrum of the scientific-psychological study of
religion for psychologists of religion from all over the world.
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Become a member or renew your membership :
http://psychology-of-religion.com/about-theiapr/membership/
Benefits of membership:
1.

Regular membership with the IAPR includes the
subscription to the Archive for the Psychology of
Religion. For regular members, print and online
version are free.

2.

Members of the IAPR pay reduced conference fees for
the organization's conferences.

3.

IAPR members receive special discounts for their
subscriptions to:

- Conference call for workshops: Religion
and spirituality in institutional
rehabilitation models: studying care and
diversity issues in hospitals and prisons.
- SSSR meeting: Call for papers and Jack
Shand International Travel Award
- Podcast from IAPR conference

Journal
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The Open Theology: looking for Editors
4.

a)

The International Journal for the Psychology
of Religion: $43/£26/€34 instead of
$62/£37/€49.

b)

Mental Health, Religion & Culture:
$100/£60/€80 instead of $386/£231/€441.

IAPR members receive the Association's e‐mail
newsletters which keep you in touch with the
scientific community and inform you about
conferences,
job
advertisements,
funding
opportunities, key publications, and the Association's
latest developments and activities.
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Announcements

Dear IAPR members,
If you would like to add information in future
newsletters please e-mail me the text! This may concern
general announcements, conferences (future and report
from past ones), job opportunities, key publications, or
any other information you think IAPR members might
be interested in. If you are an early career researcher
(PhD student or postdoc) and would like to see some of
your work featured in the newsletter, contact me!
Here is my contact information:
Dr. Patty Van Cappellen
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Department of Psychology
308 Davie Hall, CB 3270, Chapel Hill, NC
27599
Email address: pattyv@email.unc.edu

Reminder:
The IAPR has now its page on Facebook.
Visit it, like it, use it!
It is another great way to stay connected with your
colleagues in psychology of religion.
Link: https://www.facebook.com/IAPsycR
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Spreading
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Spreading the news: Early career researchers talk
about their latest findings and upcoming studies

Greetings! My name is Thomas J. Coleman III, and I am a currently a undergraduate
in my senior year at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC) and the
Director of the psychology of religion undergraduate research laboratory under Dr.
Ralph W. Hood Jr. I am interested in a wide variety of topics in the social scientific
study of religion and spirituality. My specific interests include horizontal / vertical
transcendence, spirituality, secularization1, non-belief, cognitive science of religion,
narrative / biographical analysis and philosophical psychology.
I am honored to currently manage and coordinate numerous projects for fellow students around the world. I help
coordinate the American team of the Bielefeld International Spirituality Research Study2 led by Dr. Heinz Streib
(Germany) and Dr. Ralph Hood (United States). I also coordinate the American team for a cross-cultural study of
‘Spirituality and Altruism in Blood Donors’ in the United States and Turkey with my colleague Sevde Duzguner from
Necmettin Erbakan University, Turkey.
I am grateful to my mentor and research partner Dr. Christopher F. Silver as we have recently finished a study
of ‘non-believers’ in America entitled Atheism, Agnosticism, and Non-Belief: A Qualitative and Quantitative Study of
Type and Narrative. We identified a typology of ‘Non-Belief’ that was informed from qualitative interviews and
psychometrically validated using several measures of personality that demonstrated non-believers in God to be as
varied and psychologically unique as ‘Believers’. We are currently writing a book with our mentor, and my advisor,
Dr. Hood presenting the full extent of our findings - a brief synopsis of the results can be found at
http://atheismresearch.com/.
My current work focuses on theoretical and methodological issues3 in the study of atheism, ‘non-believers’,
and the non-religious. I am currently working on a parsimonious framework formulating the concept of horizontal and
vertical transcendence as an outline for the study of both belief and non-belief as well as the quantitative exploration
of horizontal transcendence (Coleman, Hood & Silver, 2013 – presentation at the IAPR Congress). As part of the
Bielefeld-Chattanooga spiritualty research team, I am currently finalizing a chapter dedicated to expanding horizontal
transcendence as a theoretical framework (Coleman, Silver & Hood, in preparation) with a qualitative focus on the
narratives of ‘non-believers’ in Volume 2 of the Semantics and Psychology of Spirituality: A Cross-Cultural Analysis
Comparing Germany and America (Streib & Hood [Eds.], in preparation). Our Initial analysis of the data is proving
fruitful with themes such as ‘non-belief’ / atheism appearing to be ‘psychologically natural’ from a young age (8 – 10
yrs.) to a small subset of non-believing participants in our narrative data set. I plan to start my Masters degree in
research psychology under Dr. Hood at UTC next fall and then upon graduation to enroll in a doctoral program perhaps working with the very scholar reading this brief introduction to my interests and research?
1

http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/2013/02/06/the-secular-reality-by-thomas-j-coleman-iii/

2

http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/%28en%29/theologie/forschung/religionsforschung/forschung/streib/spiritualitaet/team.html

3

http://blog.nsrn.net/2013/11/01/implicit-frameworks-the-tyrannical-hegemonic-discourse/#more-259

For more information on my research, publications and interests please see my website at tjc3.com or email me at
Thomas-J-Coleman@mocs.utc.edu.
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Conferences

Call for workshop
Call for workshop for

« Religion and spirituality in institutional rehabilitation models: studying care and diversity issues in
hospitals and prisons"
The purpose of this conference is to bring together scholars and practitioners working on rehabilitation in
public institutions with a special focus on hospitals and prisons.
Location and Date: Lausanne, Switzerland, May 21-22, 2014
Organizational committee:
Prof. Irene Becci (Institut des sciences sociales des religions contemporaines ISSRC, Faculté de théologie et
de sciences des religions FTSR, Université de Lausanne)
Prof. Pierre-Yves Brandt (Institut des sciences sociales des religions contemporaines ISSRC, Faculté de
théologie et de sciences des religions FTSR, Université de Lausanne)
Prof. Jacques Besson (Faculté de biologie et médecine, Université de Lausanne)
Call for abstract: Deadline: February 28th. Send your abstract (250 words) and 5 keywords to
zhargalma.dandarova@unil.ch
Language of the conference is French and English
For more information contact: zhargalma.dandarova@unil.ch
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Conferences

SSSR: Call for papers and Jack Shand
International Travel Award
2014 Annual Meeting
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion

Location and date: Indianapolis, Indiana, October 31-November 2, 2014
Call for papers: Submissions open February 3, 2014, and close March 31, 2014
The theme of the 2014 meeting is “Building Bridges.” Suggestions of contributions include: (1) the study of
religion in diverse cultures and regions; (2) the study of religion within diverse faith traditions; (3) the interdisciplinary study of religion (religious studies and social sciences); (4) new disciplines that study religion
(cognitive science, evolutionary psychology, etc.); (5) methodology interaction in the study of religion
(quantitative, qualitative, creative, etc.); and (6) the study of non-belief and atheism.
Questions: Ralph Hood (UTC), Program Chair (Ralph-Hood@utc.edu)
Website: http://www.sssrweb.org
The Society for the Scientific Study of Religion (SSSR) seeks applications for its Jack Shand International
Travel Award which provides financial support to international scholars attending its annual meeting in
2014
For more detail, see http://www.sssrweb.org/Awards.cfm#11

Podcast from IAPR conference

Check out the podcast with Drs. Hood, Streib, and Brandt recorded at the 2013 IAPR conference in
Lausanne on the psychology of religion that was published by The Religious Studies Project
Link: http://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/rsp-psychology-of-religion-participatory-panelspecial/.
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The Open Theology is looking for Editors

A new peer-reviewed, open access academic journal Open Theology (http://www.versita.com/opth ) is
now looking for Editors. The journal is published by Versita, part of De Gruyter group, one of the world's
leading publishers of open access scientific content; please see over 350 journals at www.versita.com.
Open Theology is addressing religion in its various forms and aspects: historical, theological, sociological,
psychological, and other. The Open Theology does not present views of any particular theological school
nor of a particular religious organization. The contributions are written by researchers who represent
different religious views. The aim of the journal is to promote an international and interdisciplinary
dialogue in the field of Theology and Religious Studies. Our target is to make this journal a premier source
of knowledge and a worldwide-recognized platform of exchange for scientists of different disciplinary
origins and backgrounds (especially theologians and researchers on religion, but also sociologists,
psychologists, historians, experts in Oriental Studies etc.). The journal encompasses all major disciplines
of Theology and Religious Studies, such as Biblical Studies, Church History; Systematic and Practical
Theology, Ecumenical Studies, Canon Law, Interreligious Dialogue, Dialogue between Science and
Religion, Easter Religions, New Religious Movements; Sociology, Philosophy, Psychology and
Anthropology of Religion. We will accept both theoretical and empirical contributions in all subfields of
Theology and Religious Studies. Readers will enjoy the unrestricted access to the most relevant research in
the discipline.
Currently we are looking for Editors of the following sections of the journal:
1. Eastern Religions
2. Judaism
3. Christianity

5. Sociology of Religion
6. Psychology of Religion
7. Philosophy of Religion

4. Islam
Requirements:
·

PhD, specialized in a specific field,

·

computer and Internet proficiency;

·

fluent English, other major international languages would be an asset,

·

actively using Internet,

·

home computer and internet connection,

·

enough time for editorial work.
Editorial experience not required, but understanding of academic publishing is an asset
All interested candidates are invited to send their applications to the Managing Editor, Dr. Katarzyna
Tempczyk at ktempczyk@versita.com with “Section Editor / [name of the section]” in subject line.

