July 2014

2

Announcements
Message from Div. 36: Early Career
Professionals Task Force

Spreading the
news

3

The International Association for the Psychology of Religion
(IAPR) is an international organization promoting the
scientific research and exchange within the field of the
psychology of religion. The Association is not partial to any
particular trend but aspires to provide a platform for the
entire spectrum of the scientific-psychological study of
religion for psychologists of religion from all over the world.
Website: http://psychology-of-religion.com/

Liudmila Gamaiunova, Ph.D. student at
University of Lausanne, Switzerland
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Conferences

Become a member or renew your membership :
http://psychology-of-religion.com/about-theiapr/membership/
Benefits of membership:

- International Congress on Science
and/or Religion: a 21st Century Debate,
Vienna, August 27-29, 2015
- Invitation for Div. 36 ECP social hour
during APA convention

5

Journal

1.

Regular membership with the IAPR includes the
subscription to the Archive for the Psychology of
Religion. For regular members, print and online
version are free.

2.

Members of the IAPR pay reduced conference fees for
the organization's conferences.

3.

IAPR members receive special discounts for their
subscriptions to:

Special edition of Science, Religion, and
Culture: Atheism, Secularity, and
Science

Key
publications

6

Marinus van Uden, Joseph Pieper, Hessel
Zondag: Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door
Religious and Receptive Coping in
Mental Health

Job
Announcement
Postdoctoral position
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4.

a)

The International Journal for the Psychology
of Religion: $43/£26/€34 instead of
$62/£37/€49.

b)

Mental Health, Religion & Culture:
$100/£60/€80 instead of $386/£231/€441.

IAPR members receive the Association's e‐mail
newsletters which keep you in touch with the
scientific community and inform you about
conferences,
job
advertisements,
funding
opportunities, key publications, and the Association's
latest developments and activities.
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Announcements

Dear colleagues,
Division 36 (Society for the Psychology of Religion and Spirituality) of the American Psychological
Association recently initiated the Early Career Professionals Task Force. This Task Force will
represent the unique interests, needs, and concerns of psychologists of religion and spirituality who
are early career professionals (ECP’s) – that is, who have received their doctoral degree within the
past 10 years. The mission is to promote the professional development of Div36 ECP members (for
example, via mentorship or programming), to foster relational connections between Div36 ECP
members and other members of Div36 (mid- and late career members) , and to build relational
bridges between early-career psychologists of religion/spirituality in the U.S./Canada and early-career
psychologists of religion/spirituality in other countries.
As International and Cross-cultural Affairs Representative of the Task Force, I would like to
represent the interests, needs and concerns of early-career psychologists of religion/spirituality with
regard to any international/global or cross-cultural issue. As a Belgian early-career professional
myself, I’m convinced that early career scholars involved in the International Association for the
Psychology of Religion can profit from networking and collaborating with their US-based Div.36
counterparts. One of the goals of my current mandate is therefore to stimulate the dissemination and
exchange of information and opportunities (scholarships, grants, events, new research, etc.) between
the Div.36 and other, not U.S.-based associations, such as the International Association for the
Psychology of Religion.
I invite you to have a look at the website of the Task Force http://www.apadivisions.org/division36/leadership/task-forces/early-career/index.aspx and to contact me if you have specific ideas,
comments or concerns. I will discuss it with pleasure in the Task Force or convey it to the Div36
Executive Committee!

Warm regards,
Jessie Dezutter, International and Cross-Cultural Affairs Representative Div36 Task Force
PhD., FWO research fellow
Research Unit Clinical Psychology |Department of Psychology |
University of Leuven | Tiensestraat 102 – 3000 Leuven - Belgium|
|T +32-(0)16-32 61 27 E jessie.dezutter@ppw.kuleuven.be
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Spreading the news: Early career researchers talk
about their latest findings and upcoming studies

My name is Liudmila and I am a freshly enrolled PhD student at the Faculty
of Theology and Sciences of Religions, University of Lausanne, Switzerland.
Psychology of Religion branch of the faculty, directed by prof. Pierre-Yves
Brandt and hosted by Institute of Social Sciences of Contemporary Religions,
where anthropologists, sociologists and psychologists approach the religious
phenomena from different angles (in our spare time from enjoying mountains
and lake, of course!).

I came to Switzerland a couple of years ago, being accepted for a MA program, and last January I finally
finished up my Masters thesis, which was a challenging, but at the same time incredibly exciting experience.
I have always been interested in questions of religious coping (Kenneth I. Pargament’s work is pretty
inspiring) and my other interest lays in esoteric traditions, so I chose to work on coping among Sufism
practitioners of a particular order of Iranian origin. One of the core elements of the practice in this order is
surrender, which means “to actively give up one’s will to God and acquire the capacity to accept the given
circumstances and oneself”. The beneficial effects of surrender have been discussed, though briefly, in
psychological literature, so I endeavoured to find out if Sufis of this order use surrender as a coping strategy
and how it happens. My first finding consisted in the fact that surrender is indeed a distinct religious
problem-solving style: practitioners of this order make a clear distinction between deferring, or passive
giving up will to God, and surrender as an active act. I had a very small sample due to the difficulty of
accessing to the practitioners, and both scales were constructed rather for Christian populations, but the
tendency was quite pronounced. In the second part of the study, I analysed several interviews, trying to
assess the meaning of surrender for Sufis and the ways it contributes to coping. The main finding is that
surrender is involved in coping process in a complex way, depending on how deeply it is interiorized by the
practitioner. Indeed, surrender for an unexperienced practitioner is not a permanent state. For a dervish,
when in a difficult situation he or she tries to evoke acceptance, the core element of surrender. An act of
surrender is working on the level of primary and secondary appraisal. Surrender of an advanced dervish is
considered as a permanent state, based on absolute acceptance of external events. This type of coping refers
to changing one's system of meaning. In the transactional model of stress, the intervention of surrender is
connected with the change of primary appraisal process: A practitioner does not get relief through coping,
but rather experience the impact of a stressful event differently — in a less acute way or appraising it as an
irrelevant event. The study was rather exploratory, and I hope to enlarge the sample in order to come to
more solid conclusions.
I will start to work on my PhD thesis next September. For my thesis, I plan to study mindfulness meditation
and its relation to acute stress response. The existing research on this topic is substantial, but not much
attention was given to the role of particular Buddhist concepts that could increase the beneficial effects of
mindfulness meditation. I am really looking forward to working on this project, regardless of all the
difficulties of experimental research.
Here is my email if you want more information on my work: liudmila.gamaiunova@unil.ch
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International Congress on Science and/or Religion:
a 21st Century Debate
August 27-29, 2015 in Vienna
http://www.sfu.at/

Discount registration for IAPR members!
The Congress is organized by Sigmund Freud University (SFU) in Vienna in collaboration with the
International Society for Science and Religion (ISSR).
The aim of the conference is to bring these various scientific perspectives into dialogue with the study of
how religion is understood by the faith traditions of the world. How does science affect how religion is
regarded? Does it confirm or invalidate the perspective of faith, or does it lead religious people to revise their
understanding of religious practices and experience?
The conference will provide a space to discuss the achievements of sciences and its impact on traditional
religious beliefs and worldviews. Different viewpoints, and the perspectives of different mediating
disciplines will be brought to bear on these key issues.
In invited lectures and discussions, internationally renowned scholars and researchers will consider the
crucial questions of how sciences and or/religions, can contribute to our worldviews and way of life in the
21st century.
Contact: Dr. Shiva Khalili, E-Mail: shiva.khalili@sfu.ac.at

Will you be at APA 2014?
Did you earn your doctorate within the last 10 years?
If so, the Division 36 ECP Task Force cordially invites you to attend the
Division 36 ECP Social Hour
Thursday, August 7, 2014 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m
Div36 Hospitality Suite, Renaissance Hotel
Members can download a flyer with complete information from the APACommunities
site: http://www.apacommunities.org/docs/DOC-4447

July 2014
January 2013
4

Journal

6

Special edition of Science, Religion, and Culture:
Atheism, Secularity, and Science

Special edition in Journal Science, Religion, and Culture on Atheism, Secularity, and Science
Call for papers
Guest edited by: John R. Shook Ph.D., Ralph W. Hood Jr. Ph.D., and Thomas J. Coleman III.
Over the past 10 years research and scholarship on secularity in general, and atheism in particular, has
increased significantly. Moreover, these phenomena have been researched, studied and documented by
multiple disciplines ranging from cognitive science to religious studies, and from anthropology to sociology.
The study of atheism and secularity is of high interest to not only scholars, but also the public in
general. Atheism and secularity are often seen as two constructs that are intimately related with a third, that
of ‘science’. Where one finds the scientific method, positivist epistemology and naturalism in general, one
typically finds atheism and secularism.
This special issue of Science, Religion & Culture aims to develop the study of atheism and secularity from
multiple perspectives and disciplines, focusing on its relationship with science (see a list of questions and
topics on the website).
Call for Art: We also invite artists, and anyone artistically inclined, to design and submit cover art for the
publication of this special edition to be featured/published online, and in print versions of the journal, with
an ‘atheism, secularity, and science’ motif.
Book reviews and research notes will also be considered and encouraged. All submissions must follow
Science, Religion & Culture-Author Guidelines or they will be declined without review.
To submit: All submissions will be blind reviewed. Please attach a cover page with author(s) and
institutional information as a separate file with the submission of your manuscript. The deadline for all
st
submissions is December 31 2014. Email all final manuscript submissions for consideration directly to
Atheism, Secularity, and Science Co-editor Thomas J. Coleman III at Thomas-J-Coleman@mocs.utc.edu.
Kind regards, - John R. Shook Ph.D., Ralph W. Hood Jr. Ph.D., and Thomas J. Coleman III
Find more information see the website:
http://smithandfranklin.com/journal-details/Science-Religion-and-Culture/9/open-special-issues
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KNOCKIN’  ON  HEAVEN’S  DOOR
RELIGIOUS AND RECEPTIVE COPING
IN MENTAL HEALTH

Marinus van Uden
Joseph Pieper
Hessel Zondag

INTERNATIONAL SERIES IN MENTAL HEALTH AND RELIGION

By Marinus van Uden, Joseph Pieper, Hessel Zondag
Published in April 2014
Short summary (for full summary, see website): Religious coping is one of the research areas within psychology of
religion that is also reflected in general psychology. For instance, in the recently published handbook on ‘stress,
health and coping’ edited by Folkman in 2011, room has been made for religious coping. This is the result of
Kenneth Pargament’s efforts in particular. For this recognition of religious coping to take place in other than AngloSaxon countries also, religious coping research will have to accustom to other cultural conditions. In the Netherlands,
secularization, the ‘new spirituality’, and the multicultural society will have to be taken into account. There are also
implications for spiritual care. The authors start by again emphasizing their basic assumption: the necessity of
attention to religious coping in mental healthcare. People keep on knockin’ on heaven’s door. In this respect,
establishing an expertise center for religious coping’ might be beneficial.
With this volume of collected papers on Religion and Coping, the authors continue and deepen their work on mental
health and the religious dimension in coping. They address a pivotal topic not only for the psychology of religion but
also for psychology in general and clinical psychology in particular.
The range of the topics is broad: it includes methodological questions, the development and testing of new
instruments (the so-called Receptivity Scale and the Mature Religiosity Scale), the importance of ritual and prayer,
personality and narcissism and the implications for practitioners. The variety of subjects is also impressive. The
authors apply and test their theories within a forensic psychiatric hospital, with cancer patients, with students, with
Christian parishioners and with outpatients and inpatients of different institutions.
Unlike other researchers in the field of religion and coping the authors of this book consider two important
aspects of the field. Firstly, they acknowledge that religion is not always and automatically good but can be
maladaptive regarding mental health and well-being. Secondly, the authors adapt the theory of religious coping to an
increasingly secular society in Western Europe. Therefore they expand the concept to a perspective of spiritual
coping and in this way address the current changes in worldview construction in modern societies.
Putting the pieces together: this series of papers is an excellent book for diving into current perspectives,
problems, results and implications of the field of ‘Religion and Coping’. Professionals in the medical domain,
pastoral counselors and researchers in the field will profit alike.

Website: http://www.shaker.eu/en/content/catalogue/index.asp?lang=en&ID=8&ISBN=978-3-8440-2696-2
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Postdoctoral	
  position	
  

As part of the Religion's Impact on Human Life: Integrating Proximate and Ultimate Perspectives project,
(PI's Harvey Whitehouse, David Sloan Wilson, and Jonathan Lanman), funded by the John Templeton
Foundation, we are looking to hire a Postdoctoral Researcher for a 12 month period.
The successful applicant will be collaborating with a team of scholars, based at Queen's University Belfast
and Oxford, to design and implement studies on ritual's effects (with a focus on prayer) on several
measures including perceived closeness to supernatural agents, cooperation, and intergroup relations.
Please see the link below for more details on the position, including the closing date and anticipated
interview date.
Closing date: July 16th
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/AIY963/postdoctoral-researcher-in-cognitive-anthropology/

