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Spreading the
news

The International Association for the Psychology of Religion
(IAPR) is an international organization promoting the
scientific research and exchange within the field of the
psychology of religion. The Association is not partial to any
particular trend but aspires to provide a platform for the
entire spectrum of the scientific-psychological study of
religion for psychologists of religion from all over the world.
Website: http://psychology-of-religion.com/

Sarah Demmrich, Ph.D., Martin Luther
University Halle, Germany
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Conferences

Become a member or renew your membership :
http://psychology-of-religion.com/about-theiapr/membership/
Benefits of membership:

2015 IAPR Congress (August 2015 in
Istanbul, Turkey)

Journals

1.

Regular membership with the IAPR includes the
subscription to the Archive for the Psychology of
Religion. For regular members, print and online
version are free.

2.

Members of the IAPR pay reduced conference fees for
the organization's conferences.

3.

IAPR members receive special discounts for their
subscriptions to:
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- Announcement of Psicologia della
religione e-Journal/Psychology of
Religion e-Journal
- Call for Special Issues: Psychology of
Religion and Spirituality Journal

a)

- Call for Papers: Special Issue of
Secularism & Nonreligion:
Intersectionality and Power

The International Journal for the Psychology
of Religion: $43/£26/€34 instead of
$62/£37/€49.

b)

Mental Health, Religion & Culture:
$100/£60/€80 instead of $386/£231/€441.

Job
Opening
PhD and postdoctoral positions

4.
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IAPR members receive the Association's e‐mail
newsletters which keep you in touch with the
scientific community and inform you about
conferences,
job
advertisements,
funding
opportunities, key publications, and the Association's
latest developments and activities.
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2015 IAPR Early Career awardee chosen
The award jury of the International Association for the Psychology of Religion (IAPR) is happy to announce
that the awardee for the 2015 Early Career Award has been chosen.
The jury worked through many nominations of excellent candidates and came to the conclusion to award the
Early Career Award to

Kristin Laurin
Kristin Laurin got her PhD in 2012 and is an assistant professor at the Standford Graduate School of
Business. She has already an excellent record of research projects and publications, working at the edge of
psychology of religion and motivation. Her special interest is, how people’s goals and motivations interact
with their beliefs and ideologies.
The recipient of the Early Career Award Kristin Laurin will attend the IAPR-conference in Istanbul in
August 2015 and give a keynote lecture there to present her work.
More information about Kristin Laurin can be found on her homepage:
http://www.gsb.stanford.edu/faculty-research/faculty/kristin-laurin
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Spreading the news: Early career researchers talk
about their latest findings and upcoming studies

Hello! My name is Sarah Demmrich and I have graduated from my PhD studies in
Psychology in Fall 2014 at Martin Luther University Halle (Germany) under the
supervision of Uwe Wolfradt (Psychologists) and Michael Domsgen (Theologist) in the
field of the Psychology of Religion.
Already during my master studies, I discovered my deep interest in Psychology of
Religion. With the support of my adviser Uwe Wolfradt, I graduated with my master
thesis on “Religiosity and dissociative experience” in spring 2011. Within my thesis I
focused mainly on the altered state of consciousness “Depersonalization” during religious rituals. One of my main
findings from this study among seven different denominations is that believers who consider religious rituals as
important in their lives report increased experience of depersonalization – while the frequency of these rituals and
the affiliation to a specific religious denomination had no effect on this altered state. Moreover, the image of God
influenced this relationship as a non-accepting God image was connected to higher scores in self-reported
depersonalization. Since depersonalization is a subclinical emotional state that is experienced as negative, my
result contributes to the broader topic of a positive God image as a protective factor regarding states of
depersonalization. The weakness of this study was – as in most correlative studies on rituals – if depersonalization
as a state of consciousness is experienced during religious rituals.
Becoming more interested in ritual studies, I started my PhD studies in autumn 2011 at the same university that is
in the Eastern part of Germany. East Germany can be seen as one of the most non-religious areas in the world.
Surprisingly, earlier findings indicate that adolescents from an East German background without familial religious
parenting perform religious rituals nevertheless. However, these results did not provide insights into the functions
of or religious experience during these rituals. For this reason, I conducted two studies. The first one was an
exploratory interview study in which I focused on the questions which rituals adolescents perform, which
functions these rituals have in the adolescent development (esp. emotion regulation and identity formation) and if
these rituals are connected to a superhuman power (e. g. God, the Divine, decedents). If so, I considered them as
religious rituals; if not, as non-religious rituals. I used a part of this broader study, namely an in-depth comparison
between religiously affiliated and non-affiliated youths on prayer to God, to graduate in the Advanced Study in
Psychology of Religion at University of Vienna.
My second study was a follow-up questionnaire study among more than 400 youths. Therefore, I developed a new
scale measuring the frequency and importance of rituals that were reported in my first study (e. g. prayers to God,
prayers to decedents, lucky charm rituals, music rituals). Moreover, I operationalized the experienced emotions
and other states, such as self-reflection, during rituals that greatly improved the validity of my results. My central
findings are that adolescents make religious experience during rituals while perceiving a connection to a
superhuman power. Therefore, rituals can open religious realms of experience for adolescents from families who
have no religious background. Moreover, religious rituals differ from non-religious rituals in self-reflecting,
identity-forming, and emotion-regulative processes, while the latter are influenced by the emotional character
(image) of the superhuman power.
In the upcoming years, I want to continue focusing on religious experience during religious rituals, such as
mystical and ecstatic experience, in Muslim contexts and different denominations as well as mystical traditions (e.
g. Alevi, sufism). Additionally, I am also interested in the personality feature openness to experience among
Muslims.
For further information about my research, publications, and interests, please visit me at
https://independent.academia.edu/SarahDemmrich or email me at s.demmrich@gmx.de.
Related papers:
Demmrich, S. (in press). An exploratory study of prayer in religiously-affiliated and non-religiously affiliated adolescents in
East Germany. International Journal of Practical Theology; Demmrich, S., Wolfradt, U., & Domsgen, M. (2013).
Dissociation in religion and spirituality: God images and religious rituals in the context of dissociative experiences among a
sample of German adults. Journal of Empirical Theology, 26, 229-241.
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Conferences
2015 IAPR Congress

Location: Marmara University in Istanbul, Turkey
Dates: August 17-20, 2015
More information and Registration: http://iapr2015.ikc.edu.tr
The congress is co-organized by Marmara University Faculty of Theology and Katip Celebi University Department of
Psychology. Increasingly, the IAPR Congresses have become an essential place for meeting and dialogue between
researchers and scholars from a vast array of countries. We cordially invite you to attend this congress and present
your empirical and/or theoretical research on any topic connecting psychology and religious behavior such as religion
and mental health, religion and psychological development, religion/spirituality, religious development, cultural
perspective, neurosciences. With 4 keynote presentations, 5 invited symposia, and 1 pre-conference workshop, we
expect to cover a wide variety of topics. The language of this Congress will be English.
The biannual IAPR congress is among the most important events to promote and exchange the most exciting research
in psychology of religion. We hope that Istanbul, the transcontinental city, ideally situated between the Sea of
Marmara and the Black Sea, will offer a pleasant and relaxed atmosphere for networking with leading experts,
emerging scholars, and enthusiastic young students in the psychology of religion.
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Journals
Announcement of Psicologia della religione e-Journal/Psychology of Religion e-Journal
From Mario Aletti:
We are delighted to announce the publication by the SIPR- Società Italiana di Psicologia della Religione, of
the new on-line journal Psicologia della religione e-Journal/Psychology of Religion e-Journal, both in
Italian and English. You can see the first issue on http://www.psyrel-journal.it
Psicologia della Religione e-journal / Psychology of Religion e-Journal" (PRej) is a journal published by
the Italian Society of Psychology of Religion (SIPR) – aimed at spreading research and new evidence about
topics, phenomena and psychological dynamics concerning religion. Focused on Italian research, it
welcomes international contributions and offers papers in both Italian and English. It was first issued in
December 2014 and it’s biannual. It welcomes any methodological approach, qualitative and quantitative.
It includes only original contributions in any area of the Psychology of Religion. No a priori exclusion will
ever be operated because of religious, ideological or epistemological reasons. The publishing policy
envisages the review by at least two scholars of proven competence in the field (peer-review).

Psychology of Religion and Spirituality APA Journal for Division 36
CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR A SPECIAL ISSUE
Psychology of Religion and Spirituality® publishes peer-reviewed, original articles related to the psychological aspects of religion
and spirituality. The journal publishes articles employing experimental and correlational methods, qualitative analyses, and critical
reviews of the literature. Papers evaluating clinically relevant issues surrounding training, professional development, and practice
are also considered.
All special issues require a written proposal to be submitted to the Journal Editor, Dr. Ralph Piedmont, rpiedmont@loyola.edu.
Proposals will be reviewed by the senior editorial team (e.g., Consulting Editors and the Editor) for relevance, potential impact,
and scientific merit. Special sections will be guest edited by the person submitting the theme under the direction of the Journal
Editor. As such, submitters will need to provide copies of the CV’s for all guest editors. The proposed project will need to make
clear whether the project will involve a general call for papers or if it entails invitations to specific authors.
Suggested topics for a special issue: 1. Interdisciplinary 2. methology/qualitative 3. health-related (e.g., palliative care,
nursing) 4. diversity (cultural, religious, etc.) 5. “hot new topics” 6. positive psychology 7. special populations (e.g.,
military veterans) 8. spiritual assessment
A proposal should include the following: title of the special issue; 300-500 word overview of the proposed project including a
description of the theme, purpose, and significance of the topic to the field; estimate of length (in journal pages); timeline for
submissions, decisions, and transmittal for production; whether the issue or section is to be guest edited (and if so, by whom -give
background or a copy of the person's CV); whether manuscripts are to be solicited via (a) an open call or (b) invitation to specific
author; and detailed description of the peer review process if it differs in any way from the normal peer review.
If papers are to be invited, include names of authors and brief statement of their qualifications to address the particular topic; analysis of
the effect of invited articles on the journal's pub lag and page allocation; sample letter of invitation that makes clear the proposed
timeline as well as the fact that the invited submission will be peer reviewed in the standard fashion that revisions may be required, and
that the article may be rejected. The Guest Editor needs to make it clear from the outset to the authors of invited manuscripts that
they are subject to the normal peer-review process for the journal. It is important to note that the quality of the invited manuscripts
must be comparable in quality as regular articles appearing in the Journal.
Deadline: Submissions will be accepted until March 15, 2015. Proposals will be reviewed by the senior editorial team and
individually evaluated on their scientific merits. Results of the individual assessments will be tallied by the Editor and the results
shared with the board. A group discussion will be held to review the findings and to select one proposal to move ahead for
publication. Of course, if none are found suitable, then a special issue will be forgone for this evaluation cycle.
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Journals
Call for papers: Special Issue of Secularism & Nonreligion: Intersectionality and Power
Guest Editors: Penny Edgell, Evan Stewart, and Jacqui Frost, University of Minnesota
The past 30 years has seen a renewed interest in scholarship on secularism and non-religion, fostered by a
variety of factors, including: the decline of religiosity and the visibility of “new atheist” groups and
spokespersons in the United States and Europe, critiques of Western bias in scholarly secularization
accounts, and growing awareness of the complexity and variety of non-religious identities, experiences,
and movements across social contexts. This work shows the non-religious exist in sizable numbers when
considered as a group, but has also done a remarkable job of highlighting the diversity and contextual
embeddedness of the beliefs and practices of nonreligious individuals, the variety of secular organizations,
and perceptions of the nonreligious.
We see a pressing need for a more robust consideration of intersectionality: how do secular identities
intersect with other identities? How are secular identities, organizations, and discourses embedded within
relations of power? For example, current scholarship focuses on the “gender gap” in religious involvement;
an intersectional approach might consider how norms of religiosity are differentially enforced across
genders, or what dimensions of masculinity allow for different expressions of secularity. For a special issue
of Secularism & Nonreligion, we invite research articles and analytic book reviews concerned with the
intersectionality of secularity with other social locations and structures of power in society. This could
include a wide range of topics including discussions about stratification along lines of race, gender, or
class, analyses of institutional dynamics that determine when secular perspectives are privileged and when
they are marginalized, or accounts of how individuals and groups navigate secularism and nonreligion in
relation to the rest of their social lives or organizational practices. Though our editorial perspective is
predominantly informed by sociology, we invite contributions from a wide range of social science subfields
and methodological approaches.
All manuscripts (7-10k words), research notes (2.5-6.5k words), and analytic book reviews (2,000 words)
will undergo the double blind peer review process. General formatting and author guidelines can be found
here: http://www.secularismandnonreligion.org/about/submissions
The deadline for submission is August 15th, 2015. Please submit manuscripts in a Microsoft Word
document or PDF file to Penny Edgell (edgell@umn.edu).
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Job
Opening
The Aarhus Graduate School of Arts has recently publicized a call inviting applications for a 3-year PhD
scholarship in the Cognitive Science of Religion within the framework of the Aarhus-Belfast joint degree
agreement.
More information at: http://talent.au.dk/phd/arts/open-calls/phd-call-147/

A new post-doctoral position suitable for a psychologist of religion interested in health is now open in New York
City. The selected candidate will be working with Myrna Weissman (Columbia Psychiatry), with consultation from
Lisa Miller (Columbia Teacher’s College), on an exciting study of the neurobiology of religion and depression. Prof.
Weissman is looking for a psychologist of religion to collect and analyze additional religion data to complement the
existing religion, health, neuroimaging, electrophysiology, and genetic data that they already have. (Information
received from Nick Gibson)
Some details and how to apply are here: http://rfmh.iapplicants.com/ViewJob-657197.html
Deadline to apply : March 12, 2015

Postdoctoral fellowship at Stockholm University to collaborate with researchers at the Department of Psychology
(potentially with Pehr Granqvist): http://www.su.se/english/about/vacancies/post-doctoral-positions/postdoctoralfellow-in-psychology-1.223017
Deadline to apply : March 13, 2015
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