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religious practices contributing to the model indicaled that reading the Quran‘exhib-
ited a significant positive relationship with religious freedom. A secom_i simulta-
necus multiple regression analysis examined the relationship between religious prac-
tices and attitudes toward sexual freedom. Religious practices demonstrated a sig-
nificant relationship with sexual freedom, R 1= 10, F(4,23) =652, p < 05 Fo!-
low up analysis indicated that participation in religious rituals and discuss‘mg reli-
gion at home both exhibited a significant negative relationship ‘wilh sexual freedom.
Although not significant, reading the Quran approached significance {p < .10} and
was negatively related with sexual freedom.

The results of this study suggest that Turkish adolescents” atlitudes Loward
both religious and sexual freedom are influenced by their religious pm.clices. Reli-
gious practices were positively related with religious freedom, but negatively related
with sexual freedom, indicating that freedom is context dependent for these adoles-
cents, The results of this study are discussed within the context of adolescent iden-
tity development.

13) Meleah L. Ladd, Cara A. Cook, Briana L. Becker & Kevin L. L_udd
Pageantry and frequency of prayers in the St. Joseph Daily Missal: An
empirical evaluation

While it is tempting to regard formal public prayers as essentially similar, texwual
differences reveal clear dimensionality of the content of prayers: direclion and
theme. With regard to direction of prayer, we have shown elsewhere that E»hcn‘)lo‘gi—
cally, prayers typically point practicioners either to explore this spiritual discipline
along an inward trajectory that highlights self examination, an outward path empha-
sizing relations to different pertions of creation, or an upward path that aceentuates
metaphysical relations. From a more pragmatic standpoint, however, people mlx
and match” these theological directions, frequently praying according to themes. For
instance, individuals combine inward and outward directions to focus on how per-
sonal inner experiences provide connectivity with the inner experiences of others,
During other prayers, people embrace the paradoxes of religion (the first shall bt,
last) across the theological directions. Less common, but vital to those who pray, is
the theme of bold assertion, a time of wrestling with Ged concerning various life
circumstances,

Swirling about the prayer contenl is the temporal context in which ll?:? prayers
are performed. McCauley and Lawson have provided one way of simplifying the
multitudinous contextual aspects, arguing that the dimensions of frequency and pag-
eantry capture much of the variability inherent in religicus rituals durilng which
prayers are offered. Rituals that are very frequent, with little pageantry .(hn.HoP) are
of a gualitarively ditferent nature than those that are carried out enly infrequently
with great amounts of pageantry (loFhiP).

Building on this basis of prayer content and context, we first demonstraze that
the prayers contained in the Saint Joseph Daily Missal (1957} can be sorted a]ong
dimensions of frequency and pageantry, then coded with respect to theological di-

Poster session {39

rectionality {concerning the self, others, or the divine} and thematic content (internal
concerns, embracing paradox, bold assertion).

Second, we employ a computerized textual analysis program (LIWC} to con-
firm these findings with regard to the directionality of conlent (inward, cutward,
upward}; partial support was alse shown far the themes identified across content. In
addition. hiFioP prayers contained significantly greater communal, future oriented,
positive affect, insightful, space related language than did loFhiP prayers, while lan-
guage componenis Lthat were past oriented, less personalized, quantified, negative
affect, and time related more clearly characterized the loFhiP prayers.

Fhis work has three distinet benefits. First, it offers additional support to the
conceptual model developed over the last decade concerning ways in which prayer
functions psychologically as a way of helping people form and maintain connec-
tions. Second, i empirically demonstrates how prayer predictably fulfills functions
within rituals of differing freguency and pageantry. Third, it shows that the LIWC
computer program is relatively effective at capturing and identifying these features,
both replicating and expanding on the more labor intensive dual-rater coding ap-
proach employed in a previous study,

14y Melissa A, Lentine, Laura Broughton, Staci Dickson & Tina Stout
Peruvian shamanism and bulimia: A case study

A significant amount of research has demonstrated that treatment and recovery from
cating disorders are positively affected by involvement in various Judeo-Christian
traditions. The current project aimed (¢ explore how a non-Judeo-Christian faith re-
tated o the process of recovering from an eating disorder. This narrative case-study
foltows u 47-year old woman’s thirty year struggle with bulimia and her use of Pe-
ruvian Shamanistic methods and beliefs to effectively treat and cure her own eating
disorder, Our data were obtained in the form of a two-hour videotaped interview us-
irg open-ended and follow up questions based upon emergent themes discovered
during the literalure review,

Our analytic approach worked within the parameters of grounded theory.
Given the potential for overconfidence inherent in Lhis technigue, we utilized open,
axial, and selective coding based on a conceptual framewaork derived from our read-
ings in the relevant areas of both shamarism and eating disorders. Fetlowing the
compiletion of the coding process, we sorted through the material to determine the
extent to which the anticipated themes actually emerged during the interview. In line
with the initial ramework, the parlicipant discussed at some iength practices impor-
tant within the Shamanistic tradition. These included the idea of a soul retrieval
Jjourney, the elimination of negative energy, and the importance of private ceremo-
nies such as meditation.

Although there is some use of crystals reported in the Shaman literature, for
this specific individual the praciice was quite involved and of great importance o
her healing process. Contrary to our expectations, the narrative contained a greater
degree of internal as opposed to externai locus of control material. Simuitaneously,
there was also strong evidence of a sustained intrinsic as opposed to the expected
shift from an extrinsic to intrinsic orlentation toward religion scen in other work.
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There was alse a much more powerful presence of the theme of forgiveness than the
existing literature had suggested. Among the many additional avenues of investiga-
tion arising from this project, the richness of animal archelypes merits lurther atten-
tion in order to more fully understand the mechanisms underlying Peruvian shaman-
ism’s role with regard to addressing eating disorders.

15) Kyle T. Messick, Cara A. Cook, Wanakee Brown, Erik Ritter, Alison
Niemi & Kevin L. Ladd :
General and specific evaluation of the Post-Crifical Belief Scale: Learn-
ing styles and forgiveness

One recent attempt to address the question of how to define “religion” is the Post
Critical Belief scale (PCBS; Duriez, Soenens, & Hutsebaut 2004}, based on a multi-
dimensionai model developed by Wulff (1991, 1997).While this work presents a
novel and useful way of understanding dimensions of religiosity, its intent was (o be
descriptive rather than explanatory. [n an atiempt Lo think aboul possible ways that
these dimensions would be inculcated and sustained, the present work explored the
relation of the PCBS structure at both general and specific levels,

At the general level, we explored learning styles (Felder & Silverman 1988)
identified as sensing (facts) versus intuitive (abstractions), visual versus verbal, ac-
tive versus reflective, sequential {discrete steps) versus global (big picture}. We hy-
pothesized that people who rejected transcendence would be more likely o favor
factual, verbal, active, and global forms of learning than would those who embraced
transcendence, We also hypothesized that those who preferved symbolic to literal in-
terpretations would engage in abstract, visual, reflective, and global styles of lean-
ing.

Results demonstrated that a main effect of transcendence for the learning style
of sequential — global, with people who accepted transcendence prelerring the se-
quential mode and those who rejected transcendence displaying a more global ap-
proach to learning. There was no main effect for the literal — symbolic dimension.
We did, however, see three interaction effects: people in the Hteral affirmation quad-
rant were factual oriented; people in the symbaolic disaffirmation cell also reported
higher levels factual orientation; participants in the symbolic affirmation area
strongly preferred visual as opposed to verbal learning situations.

With respect to the specific level, we isolated the idea of forgiveness, a concept
closely associated with religious beliefs, but simultancously a notion readily acces-
sible for application in a purely secular context. For the purposes of this study we
wanted to understand both isolated and broad dimensions of the practice. In the case
of isolated situations, we employed an instrument (Rye, Loiacono, Folek, Olszewski.
Heim & Madia 2001) that tapped into both the absence of negative feelings and the
presence of positive feelings toward a specitic offender identified by each individual
participant. We anticipated that since the PCBS contains items both of a specific and
a general nature, that it would be sufficiently sensitive to reveal any connections
with these two dimensions of forgiveness.
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We hypothesized that individuals who scored high on transcendence would

demonstrate the strongest propensity to forgive in bath specific and general contexts
because of the metaphysical ramifications of not forgiving (i.e. punishment) We;
expected this effect to be particularly strong for those scoring’z’n thé “orthoﬁox“
guadrlar?l. Singe the level of metaphysical ramifications would be weakest in Lhe
“relativist” quadrant, we anlicipated the lowest forgiveness scores; the motivation o
forgive will be least strong,
‘ Resulis revealed that groups high on transcendence {orthodox and second na-
tveté) correlated significantly with the presence of positive feelings toward a specific
offchcr and the general index of forgiveness. Neither group displayed a significant
relation to the absence of negative feelings toward a specific offender; they were not
harhering negative feclings cancerning the event. The two groups low on transcen-
dence (external critique and relativistic) were significantly negatively correlated to
all aspects of forgiveness,

The scores of the respondents did not aflow us to create four independent quad-
rants, sp we next created two groups (high and low transcendence) guided by the
correlations reported above, An ANOVA revealed those high on transcendence were
more likely to endorse forgiveness items related to the presence of positive emotions
in a specific situation and across generalized situations as compared to those who
scored low on transeendence, There were no significant differences with respect to
the absence of negative feelings in specific sertings. In the main, we were able to
demonstrate that the PCBS has utility in both general and specific levels.

16) Liane Hofmann

Spirituality and religiosity in psychotherapy practice. A representative
survey of psychological psychotherapists in Germany

In the past two decades, a growi ng theoretical discussion and empirical exploration
of clinically relevant issues related to spirituality and religiosity can be observed
within academic psychology. Of special interest are the questions of the appropriate
ways of dealing with spiritual and refigious issues in a psychotherapeutic context as
well as the clinical value of including  spisitual and religious factors in
psychotherapeutic practice and diagnostics.

In the context of the present project the first national survey in Germany with
Psychological Psychotherapists in private practice was conducted. The goal of the
resc_arch project was to explore the attitudes and experiences of mental health
professionals concerning the issues of spirituality and religiosity. Furthermore an
unld_crsumding was to be gained of to which extent and in which form religiosity and
spirituality play a role in contemporary psychotherapeutic practice in Germany.

The response rate was 57% with an N of 909, This first approximately
Tcpresemalive survey showed that the subject areas of refigiosity and spirituality are
important {opics for psychotherapists in Germany. The psychotherapists, who, on
average, had a long practical experience, very good training, and were accredited
and worked for the most part in the public reimbursement system, proved to be very
open minded and interested as regards such issues. They estimated that an average
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of 22% of their clients address matters and problems related to spirituality and
religiosity in the course of therapy, Comparable with American_surveys th{: survey
data suggest that clinically relevant issues related to religiosity and spmlguhiy
receive only limited consideration in psychotherapy training. 8% of the
psychotherapists reported that such issues were ravely or never 1nclu‘ded‘. A greal
portion of the psychotherapists advocated a greater consideration of .thl}s special
subject in the context of academic education and psychotherapy raining. Mo}st
notably the psychotherapists were found to have a sizeable persona{l !nvlcst@cm in
spirituality and religion. Asked for the relevance of spirituality / rehgaosilty in their
personal lives alt in all 65% of them described them as ol moderate importance
(279%), or as fairly (22%) or very important {16%). A further remarkahlg [mdmg ol
this study is, that spirituality and religiosity do play an important role as influencing
factor on the part of the psychotherapists. A total of 56% of them cnd()rsc_d thc.
assertion that their own spiritual / religious oricntation influences their practice of
psychotherapy at a moderate to very strong level. )

By using analysis of variance procedures, the differences l‘wuwccn the
individual groups of theoretical orientation yielded significant results for neariy all
of ihe dependent varizhles. The course of the mean values within the df:pendc_nl
variables presented itsell’ consistently as follows: The lowest levels were !oun.d‘ for
psychotherapists who self-classified their theoretical orientation  as cognitive-
behavioural, followed by  psychodynamic/psychoanalylic  and cclgcuc
psychotherapists, The highest mean-values were shown by psychotherapisis wn.h a
humanistic orientation. Alogether however the influence of the theorelical
orientation with regard to the attitude lowards and the experiences with Lhe subject
areas religiosity and spirituality proved to be comparatively small. )

A multiple regression was performed to examine which faclu‘rﬁ on l.hc part of
the psychotherapists are predicting the discussion of religious / spiritual issues a.mi
problems in the course of psychotherapy. 1t showed that persenal characteristics
such as personal dealings with these subject areas, significant pcrson.a‘i religious
expetiences or the relevance of religiosity or spirituality for one’s own fife are more
important than structural factors such as professional status or psychotherapeutic
orientation.

17) Linda Annersten

Participating? About persons with intellectual disability in the Church of

Sweden

This is a PhD project that aims to describe and analyze experiences of parlicipa_tion
in the Church of Sweden for persons with inteliectual disability. In what situations
and during which circumstances, do they feel included? In what ways is one partici-
pating? Are there occasions and contexis which are experienced as excluding? Are
there extraneous circumstances that must exist, otherwise participation won't be
possible? ,
The concept intellectual disability has been defined in various ways over me
but common for every definition is the individual's difficullies (o take in and Lo
process information, to build and to apply knowledge. Most agree that infellectual

Paoster session 143

disability means a reduction in the intelligence, concurrent as it means difficulties to
handle everyday life independently, Earlier research relating to the project, can be
divided in two categories; research that treats experiences of participation for per-
sons with intellectual disubility and psychological research concerning spiritoatity
and inteflectual disability. The latter is however relatively old and does not include
newer research concerning persons with inteflectual disabilities. The project is scien-
tifically urgent since there is little research in the area, The study will generate theo-
retical concepls about experiences of participation in the Church of Sweden for per-
sons with intellectual disabilities and intellectual disability and spirituality. The pro-
Ject may alse generate knowledge, which makes it possible to increase the degree of
participation for persens with intellectual disability in the Church of Sweden.

Lintend to usc two methods for collecting data; parlicipating observation and
qualitative interview research. [ plan to do the participating observations in the
Church of Sweden. [ will follow the interview persons to the church, to activities in
which they usually participale. I intend to document the observations with a digital
camers, in order to ask questions around the photographs, in the interviews, The in-
terviews will foliow an interview guide that focuses certain, in advance selected,
themes and they will be documented with a tape recorder, The recordings wili be
transcribed in order (o be analyzed. Finally, T will discuss the result with theories of
Disability Studies and research concerning Psychology of Religion. | intend to cre-
ate o personal relationship to the parents and/or legal guardian of the interviewed.
By doing that. my understanding for the interview person and hers or his statements
will increase, which is urgent since the function reduction constitute a linguistic abil-
ity. The near cooperation with the interview person and his or her parents and/or le-
gal guardian is also necessary in order to meet legislation about information and ap-
proval. [ intend to inierview |35 persons, living in the northern part of Sweden, being
involved in the Church of Sweden, The number of the interviewed, and the geo-
graphic dissemination. is tailored to the time and cost for the project. I plan o inter-
view persons with a severe intellectual disability, since qualitative interview re-
search requires ability to verbal communication.

Fhe project started in the autumn of 2008 and is calculated to 4 years,

{8) Mohammad Ali Memar & Mostafa JTafari
The relationship between mental health and religious believes in Iranian
students and comparing those between two genders

The atm of this study was to investigate the relationship between mental health and
religiosity among students. According to literature mental health is a term used to
deseribe either a fevel of cognition, emotional well-being or an absence of mental
disorder.

The research method was a correlation model that was complemented with Chi
squire lest. A sample group of this study was included about 1200 students of the
Shahid Beheshli University, We used the mental health questioner: a 28 items men-
tal health inventory which was designed in (1979) by Goidberg and Hiller. Validity
and reliability of GHQ in Iranian community was reported about 0.93. We also ap-"
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plied a religious believes questioner that was designed by researchers Lo investigale
religious beliefs and behaviours. Validity of this questioner was vielded about 0.74
by Cronbach’s alpha calculation.

The findings of this research clearly showed the refationship between the level
of mental heaith and religious beliefs in freshman students. So, when students with
high, median and low religious betiefs were compared in their mente%] health staus,
significant differences were shown. The group which has high belicls and religious
behaviour, cbviously had fow grades in global meatal health. In anxiety subscales
we didn’t find significant differences between the three groups (high. median and
low religious beliefs). Also, we found significant differences in mentul health and
religiosity between girl and boy students.

The results of this study show that there is a signilicanl relationship berween
menta) health and religiosity, gender and scholastic field are variables. With these
variables we can predict the percentage of mental health variants among students,
According to these findings we can say that by strengthening refiglous beliels and
behaviours, mental heaith levels in swdents with healthy problems may be im-
proved. Also, improvement of religious beliefs and behaviours can be a preventive
factor in the restraint of health problems.

19) Antonio Mufiez Garcia '
Religious or spiritual? A study about how Spanish young people perceive
religion and spirituality

The purpose of this study is to investigate how students of educational seiences per-
ceive religion and spirituality. This topic is interesting because of the signiﬁcunq: of
spirituality in last years. The university students were asked 1o give their meanings
of refigion and spirituality and after analyzing the wrilten expressions on them. We
put attention to the resull abserving whether the dimensions oblained are the same
that produced by Ubani and Titri (2006): the institutional dimension, the huma.lr.nsiic
dimension, and the supernatural dimension, and whether there arc non traditional
meanings of spirituality in a classical religious-cultural context,

20) Boniface Omatta o
Overcoming witcheraft attack through spirituality: A case study of Nige-
ria

The reality of witchcraft in Nigeria does not need a special committee Lo investigate
it Its scourge is so wide spread that any form of doubt evaporates with ease. Several
successful men and women who live in the cities curtail the frequency of visitation
to their remote villages for the fear of wilcheraft atack, 1t is a common belief thal
witcheralt practices are limited to one’s rural hemeland. That beliel is changing very
fast because the wind of witcheraft scourge is blowing in the cities as well, [L shows
the sericusness of the phenomencn of witcherall. Escaping into the cities I'rom‘ the
villages may not he viable eption any longer. Avcusations and counter-aceusations
among Tamily members of witcherafl attacks are as common us the religious crises
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in Nigeria. Some families even bind themselves on oaths to prevent one family
member attacking the other with witcheraft. Sometimes, there are violent reactions
against suspected witches or wizards that might result to the death of the suspects,
Nobody wants (o be bewitched at all because of the unprecedentad disaster that is
believed (o ensue. Hence, people sort for protection against the devastating effect of
witcheraft bewilchment. Bul, mostly, the search for protection against witcherafl at-
tack is directed outside of seif. This is done by soliciting for anti-witcheraft native
medicine [rom native doctors. Numerous people are ignorant of the fact that protec-
tion against witcheraft attack can come from within self. While not doubting the ef-
fectiveness of the anti-witcheraft medicine, this paper claims that the most effect and
reliable means of overcoming witcheraft attack is spirituality, Qur use of spirituality
in this paper will be painstakingly explicated. Since Nigeria is a big country of about
150 millions people, we will proceed in this paper by depending on selective exam-
ple of cases across Nigeria for an easy illustration. Morgover, our aim is to prove
how spirituality is the best way of overcoming witcheralt Nigeria,

21} Szaboics Urbian & Tamds Martos
The use of the Social Cognition and Object Relations Scale (SCORS) in
the field of psychology of religion

Qur study is an attempt to interpret religious attitudes and psychological constructs
of life meaning, self-actualization and satisfaction with life from the point of view of
psychoanaiylic object relations theory. The study examines the representational
processes underlying interpersonal functioning and presumably religious experi-
ences, We used the Social Cognition and Object Relations Scale SCORS) developed
by Drew Westen Lo explore representations of self and others and the affective proc-
esses brought 1o bear on those representations. The SCORS is a conient analytic
method for various kinds of verbal data, for example for interviews and stories told
in Thematic Apperception Test, The SCORS measures 4 dimensions of representa-
tional processes: 1. Complexity of Representations of Peopie (this scale measures
the extent 1o which the subject clearly differentiates the perspectives of self and
others). 2. Affect-tone of Relationship Paradigms (this scale measures the extent o
which the person expects from the people malevolence or views social interaction as
enriching). 3. Capacily for Emotional Investment in Relationships and Morals (this
scale measures the extent to which others are {reated as ends rather than means and
relaticnships are experienced as meaningful and coramitted), 4. Understanding of the
Sacial Causality (this scale measures the extent to which attributions of the causes of
people's actions, thoughts, and feelings are logical and psychologically-minded).

We studied the associations between the SCORS dimensions and religious atti-
tudes (Shortened Version of Post Critical Belief Scale, Martos et. al.), life meaning
{Purpose in Life Test, Crumbaugh & Macholick 1963), sell-actualization (Self-
Actualization Scale; Jones & Crandall 1986) and satisfaction with life (Satisfaction
with Lite Scale, Pavot & Diener 1993}, We carried out our research in Hungary on'a -

sample of students of Pdzmdny Péter Catholic University. OQur poster shows some-:
interesling outcomes of cur research. First results are presented at the conferénce. w0
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22) Rosa Scardigno, Caterina Colonna & Giuseppe Miniani
“He’s more muscular”: The concept of God in children’s discourses

Human beings constantly question the origin and the end ol their existence, finding
answers in the transcendental world. This “need for meaning” emerges {rom child-
hood: why-questions and an early interest in religious matters already appear in pre-
schooi children, as a kind of curiosily about the world (Elkind 1970). Religious so-
cialization introduces children into the transcendental world. acquainting them with
stories, symbols and places dealing with God (Allport 1950). These aspects join in
the crucial role of explicit and implicit communications in the process of knowledge
building: children can develop an early system of beliefs and practices in accordance
with the contextualized meanings offered by the discursive social practices in which
they are embedded. As a consequence of the rhetorical construction of some leatures
of religicus realm made by adults, in children’s discourses God is conceptualized as
“creator”, “protector’” and “judge” (Carrare, Vianello 1980), and these concepls
evolve in relation with cognitive development, realist and egocentric tendencies
(Piaget 19066),

The object of this study is to investigate the discursive construction of God's
image in pre-school and school-age, focusing on the different levels of understand-
ing and of emotional involvement with God as emerging from discursive cues, Dis-
cussions are an essential way to highlight the co-constructed nature of knowledge in
an ecologic context since childhood.

We carried out four focus group discussions with 135 children in pre-school (3
years) and {5 children in school age {7-8 years). The texts of discussions have been
worked out by Content Analysis and Discourse Analysis. Focusing on “what” is said
and “how” it is said, these methods allow investigating chiidren’s religious concepts
in a comprehensive way. In doing Content Analysis we made use of software,
named T-Lab (Lancia 2004), that marks the statistical significance of cccurrences
and co-occurrences of words; Discourse Analysis was conducted on the basis of the
psycho-semiotic markers of Subjectivity, Argumentativity and Modality (Miainni
2007). These markers allow us to catch the situated and co-constructed nature of
discourses, as the concept of “diatext™ can better explain (Mininni 2008). As to be
expected, Content Analysis shows differences in the vocabulary used by children. In
pre-school age, children prefer to express themselves through concrete words,
whereas in school-age they use also abstract vocabulary. Discourse Analysis ilus-
trates a different degree of emotional involvement, In the [irst group il emerges a
greater number of débrayage markers; in the second one there are several embrayage
markers. All the discussions show the use of affectivity markers, but they contribute
to create different images of God. In pre-school the magical attitude of God iy preva-
lent, whereas in school-age God is super-anthropomorphic.

Content Analysis and Discourse Analysis converge to highlight, by means of

several discursive cues, an evolution in the concepl of God that is parallel w the
cognitive-social development in children, A shift frem the representation of God as a
magical character -~ typical of [airy tales that children consider as “real”™ — to an
image of God that is closer to a spirit can be observed. When God is compared with
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parents, there is a partial confirmation of an “emotional chiasm'”.a-n'd. 'h;id o
mereasing awareness of the different power between God and his OWr?'fl' th r_ey_eals B
E ataer;:

23) Torgeir Sgrensen _ R O
View of life, health and coping. The Nord-Trondelag Healeh Sifm.f_').:' o

Modem health service is dominated by the scientific tradi
proach kas through many decades contributed to many steps forward in means of the. -
understanding of disease and in treatment, both pailiative and therapeu[ic;? ; \t(}e-
the biomedical approach only to some exten! explaing why diseases occur aré' Iy )et'
people cope with serious diseases and other crises. Thus it is crucial ro Focuq(w
other factors that are important in the means of people’s health and the abi]itk ?Jr;
coping, “The Nord-Trerdelag heaith study (HUNT)™ provides a large numbe)r’ of
health variables containing a broad spectre of data in the field of illness, isease and
afflictions, HUNT’s third heaith study (HUNT3), also includes “viéw ‘of life”-
(|Ut?S{i(!I‘IS. We will study the significance between view of life, health and coping
mainly with quantitalive data from HUNT3, n=55.000, and partty by inierviewdatac’

3 The objective for our project is o study the connection between health, view c;f
life and coping, We are planning four articles on the problems of discussicn: i) “The
use of guestionnaires in collecting data on religious activity, view of life and coping.
A validalion study applying gualitalive methods,” 1) “Religious activity, view of Tife
and health. A cross sectional analysis of the association between religious activity
yiew ol life and sclected health measures, The HUNT Study, Norway,” This slud);
Jnc.ludes guestions aboul itfestyle-health-behaviours (smoke, alcolwl/drugs, physical
activity and dict) lifestyle related diseases (cardiovascular diseases and blood pres-
sure) and subjective health variables. jii) “Religious activity, view of life and coping.
A study of coping in people suffering from serious life events, The HUNT Study
Norway.” iv) “Religious activity, view of life and coping. A study of coping in peoz
ple suffering from cancer. The HUNT Study, Norway.”

o Questionnaire 2 in HUNT3 inciudes five questions related to View of Life, re-
}1g10us aclivily and religious coping, In article i} we will map cut the variation of the
l.merpz‘etations in these questions and how the informants reads them using qualita-
E}a»‘fc methods with a focus group interview, This study also determines the view of
life context of the HUNT Study. In article i-iv} we use cross-secticnai-analyses with
data from HUNT3, We are employing traditional guandifative statistical methods of
analysis such as descriptive and multivariate analysis,

HUNT covers a whoic population in a certain area, a county in the middle of
N(?rway. In 2 Norwegian context, as well as in an European, we don’t know of many
epidemiological studies that considers view of life in a health perspective as well as
we doesn’t have much empirical epidemiological studies about the ability of coping
in .scrious fife events sitvations. The aim of this project is (o contribute to this field
epidemiclogical knowledge about these dimensions. Findings of constructive rele-

vance will hopefully have a broad interest, especially compared with American re- S
sults. Knowledge of the role of view of life in an unselected population car provide "7
a better platferm of health workers education and planning of daily clinical routings, 271

ton. The scientific aps '
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View of lite may turn out to be an important resource when speaking of beller health
and survival.

24) Leonardo Carfucci
Religious fundamentalism and FFM: An empirical approach in a sample
of Iralian undergraduate student

Scientific religious studies have atiracted much attention among experts in this field.
They have attempted to explain, define appearance or behavioural habits of religicus
peopie in a psychelogical manner. Religion has a fundamental role in explaining ap-
pearances or behaviours of human life. Thus, religious fundamentatism (RF) studies
are important to understand historical events of this historical period. The most use-
ful conciusion of the RF scientific studies originated from Altmeyer and Hunsberger
{1992). These authors defined RF as “the belief that there is one method of religious
leaching which clearly defines basic, intrinsic, essential and inerrant truths abotlat
kumanity and deity”. Taking into account this objective theory ol our work, it is
necessary to test the psychometric quality of the Halian version of Religious Funda-
mentalism scale (RFS-20 item) belonging to Altemeyer and Hunsberger (1992). Fur-
ther studies on the relationship between personality and R¥ are recommended. Many
experts tried to explain this relationship with different aspects between personality
and RF through literature, Most of them used methods based on the theory of Ey-
senck’s three dimensional model (PEN) which highlighted a relationship belween
low Psychoticism and religicus aspects (Francies 1997, 2001. 2004; Chen 1996,
Leak et al. 1999), However, studies which use Big-Five methods {(McCrae & Costa
1992) not only emphasize Agreeableness and Consciousness but underline a not
clear relationship between other factors of FFM and RF (Saroglou 2002). Studies
carried out on voluntary university students (N = |25) came to the conclusion that
the Italian version of the RFS has good psychometric qualities {Cronbach coefficient
¢=.90). Furthermore, the factorial analysis of these items emphasized the presence ol
two factors and not just one as stated by the author. The correlations carried out be-
tween the BFQ-60 and the RFS, according to literature, emphasized a negative simi-
larity between Openness and RF (Streyffeler & McNally 1998). Other variables, for
example frequency (Church-goers) and years of education result in being associated
with RF. A multipie regression was conducted confirming that these variables which
were previously significant now proved o be the predictor of the RF. No side-
effects were detected for the education of gender variables. A further factorial analy-
sis was carried out on the RFS and the BFQ-60 which demonstrated the divergent
validity of the RFS scale and also emphasized the relationship between Openness
and RF. Therefore, these results will not only help further research on personality
but will also give a more clear indication con the relationships between personality
and RF. Our work represents the first step to a better understanding of the typical
features of a religious fundamentalist.
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25) Bart Neyrinck, Willy Lens, Maarten Vansteenkiste & Bart Soenens
Religious orientations: A refreshing look from the perspective of Self-
Determination Theory and social cognition

The aim of the present contribution was (o theoretically and empiricatly reconsider
Allper’s intrinsic extrinsic and Batson’s quest religious orientations through the
lens of both Self-Petermination Theory and Duriez and Hutsebaut's (in press} so-
cinl-cognitive approaches towards religious contents. In line with our thecretical
analysis, our first study showed that Allport’s intrinsic-extrinsic dichotomy failed to
empirically correspand to the differentiation between intrinsic and extrinsic motiva-
tion within Sel-Determination Theory (SDT). Instead, Allport’s intrinsic religious
orientation (IR} related positively (o internalized extrinsic motivalion, The Extrinsic-
personal orientation (Ep} did not show clear relations to SDT's conceptualization,
and the Extrinsic-social orientation (Es) correlated positively to both intrinsic and
controlled extrinsic motivation. These findings were replicated in a second study,
which moreover showed thal Batson's quest orientation was uncorrelated with any
of SDT"s motivational concepls, but positively with symbolic unbelief. The present
findings suggest that Allport’s framework might need both refinement and relabel-
ing of its motivational orientations such that the work of Aliport and his [ollowers
better fit within recent theoretical evolutions within the field of motivation psychol-
0gy.

26) Christina Prinds Rasmussen
Faith, existence and premature motherhood: Existential and religious is-
sues among mothers of babies born premaiurely

A growing amount of research indicates that people when they or their nearest rela-
tives become i1l start searching for new meaning in fife in order to create coherence.
Research has so far mainly concentrated on cancer or lifestyle diseases. Women gi-
ving birth prematurely to a baby are in an exceptional dilemma between being the
very foundation of the premature baby and at the same time a relative fo a chiid,
who, afier the birth. is naw the focus of the health care professionals, Therefore they
are in a position characterized by some of the same clements of loss, crisis and un-
predictability as for cancer patients, Do they as well consider existential and reli-
gious issues? How does the period of childbivth in itself affect these considerations?
And il 50, how do the existential and religious considerations affect their way of
coping? These questions are relevant in relation to this group of women and their
lamilies worldwide. It s, however, of particular tnterest in Denmark — a country
characterised as very secular where the needs of mothers of premature babies in refa-
tion to existenlial and religious issues are not explored ar all.

The aim of the study has two dimensions: 1. To explore whether Danish moth-
ers of babies born prematurely experience an intensification of existential and reli-
gious issues in reiation (o childbirth, and how that affects their way of coping. 2. To’

explore which elements of the existential and religious issues are of particular inter= -
est, as something health care professionals need to gain knowledge. The aim ig to. -




150 Poster session

shed fight on the issues among mothers of premature babies that can both function us
a positive coping-resource and the opposite. On a more general fevel the project can
create a platform for dialogue and reflexion about the intensilication of existential
and religious issues in relation 1o childbirth, and how this knowledge alfects our un-
derstanding and crganization of health care in relation to the period.

The project follows a mixed methods strategy. 1t is initiated by a quantitative
questionnaire {Part one) among mothers of a premature baby born before 12" week
of gestation at Odense University Hospital, The survey is structured among the three
perspectives knowing, doing and being, which we know are important elements of
faith. Part one also functions as a hopper for informants to part two. Parl lwo con-
sisls of qualtative interviews with those respondents from lhe guestionnaire, who
experienced that the existential and religious issues had big impact on their way of
coping. The aim is 15-20 interviews, semi-structured and with a narrative founda-
tion, that allows complexity in order to understand which clements of their faith,
they found important during their motherhood with a prematurely born haby,

27) Zofia Grudzinska
The Religious Apperception Test (RAT): An attempt of the construction of
a projective test to research the personal religion profile

Research in the field of religiosity is mainly based on the survey method, which ne-
cessitate the use of the verbal processing code by the tested persons. The nature of
research causes its limitation, because of the specificity of the language of religious
issties, characterized by a high degree of ambiguity, and as tool (o analyze the struc-
ture of religiosity of persons on a lower educational level, for which the very task of
comprehending the items of the survey might prove impossible.

The author proposes using a visual code in the mode ol a projection mode of
testing, based on a well-known Thematic Aperception Test by A, Murray and Ch,
Morgan. For its validation the Scale of Centralitly of Religiosity, designed by Stefan
Huber and based on a five-dimensicnal model of religious invelvement proposed by
Glock and Stark, has been used. The Polish adaptation of the scale has been pro-
vided by Beata Zarzycka.

The new tool consists of eight cards with pictures, in which various religious
symbols are present, They represent varying degrees of saturation with the religious
content. It is embedded within the cultural milieu of Polish Catholics, but can be
adapted further to other cultures and/or denominations. Thus it would provide the
tool for comparisen of predominant personal religion profiles within one denomina-
tion, as well as serve to facilitate the triangulation-strategy based research across twe
cultures.

The data obtained in the pilot study were analyzed by two scholars in Hinguistic
and five experts in the domain of religiosity, The consistency of subsequent content
analysis of the interviews and the results for the Scale of Centrality has been satisfy-
ing. Thus it has been confirmed that the newly constructed tool is of an adequate in-
ternal and external validity to be used in the research of the structure of personal re-
tigion profile in the Catholic environment. Due to praciical reasons, the study sam-
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ple was limited to 12 participants. The content is represented by interviews .—'St;) G
inspired by pictures. But even that humble collection of data provides a few su res
ing observations. Future research is aimed at constructing alternative Systemg g?'?:' ;
terpretation, based on a larger sample and at conducting & comparison of persor:él—l'

religion profiles in different cultural environments. :
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